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Brandon Lang, Stanley Cohen : Beating the Odds: The Rise, Fall, and Resurrection of a Sports Handicapper 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Beating the Odds: The 
Rise, Fall, and Resurrection of a Sports Handicapper: 

0 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Beating the OddsBy J. WoodA fast paced - FUN - read. Very 
entertaining and informative at the same time!0 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Great read - amazing 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1602396809


storyBy CustomerAs good a read as I've had in a longtime. Lang's story is one of inspiration for anybody chasing the 
american dream. His caddy stories were amazing and left me wanting more. I highly recommend this book to anybody 
who never felt they could make their dreams come true. Lang is living proof that if you believe in something and aren't 
afraid to go after it, you can make it happen. This is a great read and I recommend for all. A must read for all 
gamblers, handicappers, bettors and sports fans.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Waste of a good 
$15By Runner5kThis is definitly one of the worst books that I've read in my life. His caddie stories sound completely 
fictitious which is what I am sure they are. Every story in this book seems more like a fairy tell and so made up in 
order to make Brandon Lang look good. If you actually do any research about his life there is more evidence that he is 
one of the worst sports handicappers ever then anything positive. The book would be a better read if you knew going 
in this guy only goal in life is to lie to people and scam them then the stories you read could be taken with a grain of 
salt and would come across as more on the humorous side.If you bet sports then read this book(borrow it from 
someone do not purchase it!) and learn who you should FADE instead of follow!

The incredible rags-to-riches-to-rags-to-riches true life story of acclaimed sports tout Brandon Lang, subject of the 
motion picture Two for the Money (Al Pacino, Matthew McConaughey). Beating the Odds describes in vivid, colorful 
detail Langs rise from small time sports-phone tout to big time national exposure, his dramatic fall, and his subsequent 
rebirth in the internet age. Also describes the series of improbable events, while working as a golf caddie in Los 
Angeles, that eventually led Lang to the optioning of his story to Hollywood and the making of Two for the Money.

From BooklistTwo for the Money, the 2005 movie starring Matthew McConaughey, chronicled the rise, fall, and rise 
again of sports handicapper Brandon Lang and his tumultuous relationship with his mentor and friend, Walter Abrams 
(played in the movie by Al Pacino). Here, Lang tells the same story, but in his own words. Its a story of a young man 
from a wildly dysfunctional familyLangs father went to prison for the attempted murder of Langs motherwho found 
inspiration in religion, discipline in the U.S. Navy, and his own talents in the world of sports betting. Often it feels like 
the movie, fast paced and suspenseful, but theres also an element of introspection that is missing from the big-screen 
story of Langs life. In addition to talking about himself, Lang also talks about the nature and future of sports 
handicapping and the way the Internet has nearly killed the industry. An excellent companion to the popular movie 
and a very good autobiography in its own right. --David Pitt An excellent companion to the popular movie and a very 
good autobiography in its own right. (David Pitt - Booklist)About the AuthorBrandon Lang served in the United States 
Navy until 1984. He then traveled the world for three years before ending up in Las Vegas. It was there that he entered 
the sports handicapping industry, building a reputation by validating his opinion to customers worldwide. In 1989, he 
joined a nationally-known sports service based on the East Coast and immediately embarked on one of the most 
historic winning streaks ever witnessed in the handicapping world. But after an incredible six-year run he abandoned 
the industry in 1996, moving to Los Angeles in a attempt to get his incredible life story made into a movie. He 
networked his way in as a caddy at the prestigious Riviera Country Club, knowing the job would eventually put him in 
touch with a director, writer. It was there he met Dan Gilroy, to whom he pitched the movie idea of a lifetime. Six 
years later, with Matthew McConaughey playing Brandon Lang and Al Pacino and Rene Russo in supporting roles, 
Two For The Money was born. He lives in Ponte Vedra Beach, FL.Stanley Cohen is a veteran award-winning 
newspaper and magazine journalist. For more than fifty years, he has worked as an editor, writer, and reporter for 
newspapers, magazines, and an international news service. He also has taught writing, journalism, and philosophy at 
Hunter College and at New York University. His work has appeared in numerous publications, including The New 
York Times, Inside Sports, and Sports Inc., and he was a contributing writer for The Diamond magazine and Sports, 
Inc. He lives in Tomkins Cove, New York. 


