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L.W. Conoally : Bernard Shaw and the BBC before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth
my time, and all praised Bernard Shaw and the BBC:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Invaluable resource for the ShavianBy AC WillmentThe bookshelf
of the Shaw enthusiast creaks and threatens to splinter. Nonethel ess, make room for another book. This businesslike
volume gathers much information from sources not easily accessible to the amateur scholar, and GBS's own crotchets
provide the interest. Conolly strives to be thorough and informative, and succeeds. The appendices, reproducing both


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0802089208

speeches of Shaw's and material about him, are also invaluable (and a good read). My only quibbles are: (1) | would
have liked an additional appendix, comprising brief paragraphs of biographical detail on some of the supporting cast
(actors, BBC functionaries); and (2) Conolly has beenill served by his proofreaders. Admittedly | have seen books
with far more numerous and egregious typos, but one hopes for more meticulous proofing in a scholarly work from a
university press.

George Bernard Shaw's frequently stormy but always creative relationship with the British Broadcasting Corporation
was in large part responsible for making him a household name on both sides of the Atlantic. From the founding of the
BBC in 1922 to his death in 1950, Shaw supported the BBC by participating in debates, giving talks, permitting radio
and television broadcasts of many of his plays - even advising on pronunciation questions. Here, for the first time,
Leonard Conolly illuminates the often grudging, though usually mutually beneficial, relationship between two of the
twentieth century's cultural giants.Drawing on extensive archival materials held in England, the United States, and
Canada, Bernard Shaw and the BBC presents a vivid portrait of many contentious i ssues negotiated between Shaw and
the public broadcaster. Thisis afascinating study of how controversial works were first performed in both radio and
television'sinfancies. It details debates about freedom of speech, the editing of plays for broadcast, and the protection
of authors rightsto control and profit from works performed for radio and television broadcasts. Conolly also
scrutinizes Second World War-era censorship, when the British government banned Shaw from making any

broadcasts that questioned British policies or strategies.Rich in detail and brimming with Shaw's irrepressible wit, this
book also provides links to online appendices of Shaw's broadcasts for the BBC, texts of Shaw's major BBC talks,
extracts from German wartime propaganda broadcasts about Shaw, and the BBC's obituaries for Shaw.

About the AuthorLeonard Conolly is a professor in the Department of English at Trent University and is general editor
of the Selected Correspondence of Bernard Shaw.



