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Nick Gordon : Tarantulas Marmosets. An Amazon Diary before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Tarantulas Marmosets: An Amazon Diary:

For ailmost a decade, Gordon has lived in the Amazon basin among the indigenous people, reaching an understanding
of the area and its inhabitants, and capturing on camera the dazzling array of rare species who make their homein and
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around the rainforest.'

From Publishers WeeklyIntrepid filmmaker Gordon has spent 11 yearsin the ian rain forests making wildlife
documentaries. Through this detailed account of reconnoitering locations, hiring local guides, setting up dangerous
film towers, negotiating with indigenous popul ations and adjusting to local diets, Gordon provides a behind-the-scenes
look at movie-making in the jungle. Set in Venezuela and Brazil, the book provides vivid descriptions of the
tremendous labor that can go into just afew minutes of film, such as the digging of sand pits from which to stake out
terrapin turtles laying their eggs. Though the title highlights two of Gordon's projects, one on the world's largest
tarantula, the other on the world's smallest monkey, a plethora of other animals appear as well Aincluding otters,
anacondas, jaguars, jabiru storks and toucans. Gordon's more unusual experiencesAsniffing arevolting hallucinogen
with a Piaroa medicine man and witnessing the Satar? Indians' painful initiation ceremony, which involves two-inch-
long venomous antsAlighten the sometimes repetitive descriptions of the difficulty of transporting equipment and the
frustrating slipups of an occasionally incompetent staff. Gordon's conversational tone is appealing, and while his
descriptions of the scenery around him never soar, he does a fine job of drawing the reader into the ins and outs of his
job. Photos. Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.



