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Bruce F Kawin : Telling It Again and Again: Repetition in Literature and Film (Scholarly)  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Telling It Again and Again: Repetition in 
Literature and Film (Scholarly): 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Kind of BrilliantBy S. PactorI randomly encountered a listing for 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1564789209


this book in a bibliography of a source book about rock and roll. I think the title does the book a disservice, while the 
meat of the text does indeed deal with an exploration of the use of repetition in literature and film, that discussion is 
bracketed by what I saw as a brilliant attempt to distinguish the aesthetics of novelty from the aesthetics of repetition, 
and to make the case that repetition is more valid then novelty. Specifically, the author links Wittgenstein's language 
philosophy to the teachings of the Upanishads (which if course influenced Wittgenstein) and the writings Mircea 
Eliade to make the case that repetition is at the very heart of artistic expression, and that's an opinion I happen to agree 
with. I think this would have been better departing from the convention of literary criticism and just making the case 
out of straight up philosophy and anthropology. It's a good point, and one that deserves to be made again and again.

How do writers and filmmakers use repetition? It is useful when accenting an idea, but, in this original and thought-
provoking book, Bruce F. Kawin argues that it serves a more important function as a manipulator of our sense of time 
and of the timeless. Brilliantly pitching the aesthetics of novelty against those of repetition, Kawin shows that the 
connections and rhythm of repetition offer revelations about literature and film, nature and memory, and time and art.
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