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Julie Cross : Tempest  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
Tempest: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Time Travel at its best with solid characters who have to make tough 
decisions with real consequences.By J.L.DTempest by Julie CrossI so much loved this novel. This was one of those 
that you go into a bit tentatively, not sure if you'll like it and in some way hoping you won't [It's a trilogy and if you 
like it, maybe; okay I'll look into the others later; but if you love it: then you're going to want to read the other two. 
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Like yesterday.].This was a great read. Done in first person and even with some sections in the bound book that are 
supposed to look hand written like a journal, which makes sense because Jackson's friend Adam has suggested that he 
needs to keep one with information about each of the Time Jumps that he takes. It was only by accident that he'd 
discovered that he could time jump and once Adam was convinced that that was what was happening, rather than 
Jackson having catatonic fits, Adam got on board quick and they started doing experiments to see how far back in time 
he could go. (The kindle version seems different with perhaps italic and bold italic for the handwritten part. So for the 
complete effect you might want to do the printed copies unless the first one is the only one that has this 
feature.)Anyway Jackson's time travel life is his and Adam's secret and that will soon complicate things for Jackson, 
especially in his relationship to his girlfriend Holly. His dad seems too busy with his high paying job with a Pharmacy 
Company to take much notice. But when you are time traveling experimentally there are consequences, one of those 
being that you never know who might be watching. And though the reader soon finds out that Jackson's life is already 
a bit strangely complicate, it's about to get that much more complicated. Jackson has a twin that died from cancer and 
he keeps seeing someone that looks like his sister; back before she died. Jackson and Courtney's mother died when 
they were young and their father had to raise them alone and when Courtney died that left Jackson alone. It's about the 
time that Adam and Jackson decide that there might be merit in finding out more about Jackson's mother, that all the 
experimentation catches up to him and while he is making up with Holly for having missed so many things while he'd 
been experimenting with Time Travel, they are attacked by some people who turn out to be time travelers who are 
aware of him and his abilities. Holly gets seriously injured and Jackson draws a parallel to possibly loosing her and 
having lost his sister and somehow he ends up trapped two years in the past (possibly from the trauma).He needs to get 
back and somehow save Holly, but just as before he can only travel into the past; except now he ends up two years in 
the past as if that's his starting point and his real time is now his future. Between living two years in the past and 
traveling farther back in time, Jackson needs to find some answers that will lead him to the way of getting back to his 
own time. While he searches he uncovers a whole different picture about his own family and his father and his life and 
things will never be the same only because they were never quite what they appeared to be. If Jackson thought life was 
complicated before; he didn't know the half of it.Now the reader gets a better look into Jackson's past and into a bit of 
teen life while Jackson juggles life with his search and with trying to survive a past that he's slowly but surely 
beginning to alter just by being there. Throughout all of this the author never loses sight of the plot and the need to 
move the story forward and what develops it a tightly woven narrative that keeps twisting an reshaping as Jackson 
uncovers his past to save the future. Each step as the stakes get higher, Jackson finds himself with fewer people he can 
trust.This is a roller-coaster ride with some big turns at the end that keep this exciting and still manage to give the 
absolute feel that this novel stands quite strong on its own despite being part of a trilogy. Great SSF for fans of Time 
Travel conundrums and I just realized as I finished the sentence above this one, that I was going to give this one a five 
star. J.L. Dobias0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Confusing at times, but very interesting plot!By 
Brianna's Bookish ConfessionsI had a little trouble with the time traveling in the beginning. It was hard to understand 
what time period he was in and when he got back to the present. I overall enjoyed the story and the concept of 
it.Jacksons girlfriend, Holly has been shot. Its 2009. Jackson can time travel and has been for a while now. He travels 
back to 2007 just after Holly was shot. He cant change the past just by changing one event in time. He can talk to the 
people all he wants, but when he time jumps again, they will completely forget he ever existed or the conversation 
they had. Having trouble getting back to 2009 to save Holly, he is now stuck in 2007 and has no idea how to get back. 
There he finds secrets he has been trying to figure out his entire life. The fact that his dad isnt who he has believed him 
to be his entire life.At times I was getting a little bored with how the story was going. It seemed that really all he did 
for a big portion of the book was just time travel but get nothing accomplished. It wasnt until about 3/4ths (or so) that 
the story really started to pick up.I definitely really enjoyed how he was able to time travel but not affect how the 
future will go. No matter what he did, the future wouldnt change. Well at least not that I think so.I loved Jackson and 
Hollys relationship. Jackson and Holly met in 2009 and started dating. While time traveling in 2007 it was funny to 
see their reactions to each other. Holly having no clue who Jackson is or who he will be 2 years down the road. 
Jackson knowing Holly but cant do anything about it.I definitely do want to continue on with the trilogy, just probably 
wont be anytime soon.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A compelling readBy A. GavinThis new YA 
time travel novel has a bit of buzz (I see it on many of the book blogs I troll looking for candidates to review The 
Darkening Dream), but I read it -- and quickly -- because of the superficial similarities to my second novel, Untimed. 
Both are YA time travel, both have a mail protagonist (although he's a 19 year old in this book, and 15 in mine).But 
that's about where the similarity ends. Although don't get me wrong, Tempest is a great book. It's one of the best YA's 
I've read in the last year or so, on par with Before I Fall. The beginning is slightly awkward although the 1st person 
past voice is good. The author's "I'm a time traveling teen intro" felt slightly forced, but as soon as he's attacked by 
mysterious secret agent dudes and forced back from 2009 to 2007 (maybe 10% in) the book rocks along and I read the 
whole thing in a single sitting. Overall it nicely balances an interesting new scenario, likable characters, a compelling 
romance, a good mystery, and a touch of pathos. Good stuff.Tempest borrows lightly from the brilliant The Time 
Traveler's Wife too, and while it has a novel take on time travel it's really more of an action mystery, and most 



importantly a romance. Untimed on the other hand, which is even heavier on the action, and has a romance (less 
emphasized), really focuses on the history part of time travel. I visit four centuries, all heavily researched, and explore 
the big impact individual people can have on the broad sweep of history. Tempest sticks mostly to the personal. The 
things that change in this novel are all of an intimate nature, having to do with the protagonist and his family. Namely 
the author is a woman and its all about the relationships: Jackson and his girlfriend, his father, his best friend, and his 
sister. Not that this is bad, as these relationships are really well done, its just different. The time travel action is 
confined mostly to a couple years back and is rarely intricate, avoiding most overlap and paradox. All the material 
stuff occurs between 2007 and 2009 with only a few touristic visits to the decade prior. It's mostly all in New York 
city.This leaves a lot of time to focus on the Jackson / Holly romance. We see it in three modes: as it existed before the 
novel opens, as he recreates it two years earlier from scratch in alternate 2007, and as he upgrades it on his return. As I 
said, this is a nicely done romance and really the core of the novel. Both characters felt natural to me, their passion 
genuine, young, and hopeful. Two major elements interjected a top fight bittersweet note: the problematic nature of a 
time traveler / normal romance and Jackson's relationship with his dead twin sister (which because of time travel, 
lingers on, just a bit).The mystery element was also good. The book succeeds in NOT revealing exactly what is really 
going on with the time travelers and even which of two (or even possibly three) factions is actually in the right. This is 
something I also tried to do in Untimed, and works pretty well here, even if the whole "secret agent" thing and 
nomenclature of "Enemies of Time" is a bit cheesy. Essentially Cross pulls it off. But the villains are nowhere near as 
cool as my Tick-TocksAnd I totally wanted to keep reading. But because of the pacing of the traditional publishing 
system we have to wait a year for the sequel!Andy Gavin, author of The Darkening Dream

New York Times bestselling author, Beth Revis on Tempest: "Julie Cross's thrilling debut is brimming with 
excitement, romance, and intrigue. I couldn't turn the pages fast enough!" The year is 2009. Nineteen-year-old Jackson 
Meyer is a normal guy he's in college, has a girlfriend and he can travel back through time. But it's not like the movies 
nothing changes in the present after his jumps, there's no space-time continuum issues or broken flux capacitors it's 
just harmless fun.That is until the day strangers burst in on Jackson and his girlfriend, Holly, and during a struggle 
with Jackson, Holly is fatally shot. In his panic, Jackson jumps back two years to 2007, but this is not like his previous 
time jumps. Now he's stuck in 2007 and can't get back to the future.Desperate to somehow return to 2009 to save 
Holly but unable to return to his rightful year, Jackson settles into 2007 and learns what he can about his abilities.But 
it's not long before the people who shot Holly in 2009 come looking for Jackson in the past, and these "Enemies of 
Time" will stop at nothing to recruit this powerful young time-traveler. Recruit or kill him.Piecing together the clues 
about his father, the Enemies of Time, and himself, Jackson must decide how far he's willing to go to save Holly and 
possibly the entire world.

From BooklistEqual parts sf time-travel saga, secret-agent action thriller, and romance, this series starter takes time 
getting its bearings, even as dramatic scenes place its hero, Jackson, in inexplicable danger. For fans of puzzle-within-
puzzle plots, this wont be a deterrent. Son of a New York City CEO, Jackson knows he is able to step back in time and 
has been testing his abilities with his science-nerd friend, Adam. But Jacksons girlfriend, Holly, is in the dark until two 
sinister men corner the couple and begin shooting. Shocked, Jackson is thrown far into his own past. Certain that the 
Holly he knows in 2009 is dead, he sets out to know an earlier version of her, while also learning that his own father 
may not be who he says he is. The CIA is involved, as is a doctor who engineered a terrible experiment. Significant 
ambiguities remain throughout the final act as Jackson makes some tough choices, though for some readers this may 
actually keep them panting for the sequel. Grades 9-12. --Karen Cruze Praise for TEMPEST: "Julie Cross's thrilling 
debut is brimming with excitement, romance, and intrigue. I couldn't turn the pages fast enough!" -Beth Revis, New 
York Times-bestselling author of ACROSS THE UNIVERSE "Once I started TEMPEST, I couldn't put it down. Once 
I finished TEMPEST, I was dying for the next installment. Julie Cross takes readers on an unforgettable trip through 
time in this inventive, suspenseful and romantic tale. A thrilling debut from a fantastic new voice." --Courtney 
Summers, Award-Winning author of CRACKED UP TO BE and SOME GIRLS ARE"A good thriller moves forward 
at high speed, but only a superlative thriller can take you on a breathtaking journey through the fourth dimension. Julie 
Cross's ingenious story is vividly imagined and splendidly rendered, hitting just the right notes with liberal doses of 
suspense, intrigue, and romance. Throw in a pitch-perfect cast of engaging characters, and you've got a blockbuster 
young adult debut that wiPraise for TEMPEST: "I have seen the future and it is Jackson Meyer! I loved Julie Cross's 
engrossing and engaging TEMPEST. If I could time-jump, I'd read the sequel yesterday at the very latest." --Nancy 
Holder, New York Times bestselling author of the CRUSADE series "Julie Cross's thrilling debut is brimming with 
excitement, romance, and intrigue. I couldn't turn the pages fast enough!" --Beth Revis, New York Times-bestselling 
author of ACROSS THE UNIVERSE "Once I started TEMPEST, I couldn't put it down. Once I finished TEMPEST, I 
was dying for the next installment. Julie Cross takes readers on an unforgettable trip through time in this inventive, 
suspenseful and romantic tale. A thrilling debut from a fantastic new voice." --Courtney Summers, Award-Winning 
author of CRACKED UP TO BE and SOME GIRLS ARE "A good thriller moves forward at high speed, but only a 



superlative thriller can take you on a breathtaking journey through the fourth dimension. Julie"I have seen the future 
and it is Jackson Meyer! I loved Julie Cross's engrossing and engaging TEMPEST. If I could time-jump, I'd read the 
sequel yesterday at the very latest." --Nancy Holder, New York Times bestselling author of the CRUSADE series 
"Julie Cross's thrilling debut is brimming with excitement, romance, and intrigue. I couldn't turn the pages fast 
enough!" --Beth Revis, New York Times-bestselling author of ACROSS THE UNIVERSE "Jackson Meyer is a 19-
year-old Upper East Sider with a loving and loyal girlfriend, a brilliant and funny best friend and an unexpected and 
exciting new talent. Jackson can suddenly "jump" back and forth in time. Cross takes readers on a thrilling ride as 
Jackson struggles to harness his abilities in a desperate attempt to learn the truth about who he is and, even more 
importantly, who he can trust. The characters are...complex and distinct, they will work their way into readers' hearts 
and stay with them long after the book is finished. Equal parts adventure, romance, science fiction...readers will turn 
the last page and find themselves wishing they could "jump" to the future and read the sequel."--KIRKUS REVIEWS, 
starred review "Debut author Cross launches a trilogy with an exciting and complex page-turner about difficult 
choices. Nineteen-year-old Jackson Meyer can travel in time, but he's no Doctor Who--he can only make short jumps 
backward, and he can't change anything. It's all harmless experimentation until his girlfriend, Holly, is shot when two 
gunmen attempt to kidnap him. Panicked, Jackson jumps back two years and gets stuck there. The consequences of 
unprepared time travel and Jackson pretending to be his 17-year-old self are amusing, but as he explores his life and 
pursues Holly (now his girlfriend-to-be), the already gripping story escalates. Jackson discovers his father's secret life 
with a shadowy government agency called Tempest, and father and son become tangled with violent rival time 
traAbout the AuthorJULIE CROSS lives in central Illinois with her husband and three children where she works as a 
YMCA Gymnastics Program Director. She never considered writing professionally until May of 2009. Since then, she 
hasn't gone a day without writing. Tempest is her first novel. 


