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Ellin Stein : That's Not Funny, That's Sick: The National Lampoon and the Comedy Insurgents Who Captured 
the Mainstream  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
That's Not Funny, That's Sick: The National Lampoon and the Comedy Insurgents Who Captured the Mainstream: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great book for anyone interested in humor!By Stephen OrrThis 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0393074099


book is great in describing the origin of National Lampoon and how it set the stage for Saturday Night Live and all 
cutting edge humor today.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy George P. King, III love this 
book0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy G. GlosserExcellent history of The National 
Lampoon.

The untold story behind a revolution in American comedy. Labor Day, 1969. Two recent college graduates move to 
New York to edit a new magazine called The National Lampoon. Over the next decade, Henry Beard and Doug 
Kenney, along with a loose amalgamation of fellow satirists including Michael ODonoghue and P. J. ORourke, 
popularized a smart, caustic, ironic brand of humor that has become the dominant voice of American comedy. Ranging 
from sophisticated political satire to broad raunchy jokes, the National Lampoon introduced iconoclasm to the 
mainstream, selling millions of copies to an audience both large and devoted. Its excursions into live shows, records, 
and radio helped shape the anarchic earthiness of John Belushi, the suave slapstick of Chevy Chase, and the deadpan 
wit of Bill Murray, and brought them together with other talents such as Harold Ramis, Christopher Guest, and Gilda 
Radner. A new generation of humorists emerged from the crucible of the Lampoon to help create Saturday Night Live 
and the influential film Animal House, among many other notable comedy landmarks.Journalist Ellin Stein, an 
observer of the scene since the early 1970s, draws on a wealth of revealing, firsthand interviews with the architects 
and impresarios of this comedy explosion to offer crucial insight into a cultural transformation that still echoes today. 
Brimming with insider stories and set against the roiling political and cultural landscape of the 1970s, Thats Not 
Funny, Thats Sick goes behind the jokes to witness the fights, the parties, the collaborationsand the competitionamong 
this fraternity of the self-consciously disenchanted. Decades later, their brand of subversive humor that provokes, 
offends, and often illuminates is as relevant and necessary as ever.

From BooklistWe all know the success of Second City and its offshoots, including the long-running Saturday Night 
Live (SNL). But theres another comedy story that hasnt been given its proper due, until now. In 1969, history was 
made when recent Harvard graduates Henry Beard and Doug Kenney moved to New York to edit a new magazine, the 
National Lampoon. Within a decade or so of its founding, the Lampoons absurdist and subversive humor would not 
only enter the mainstream, but it would, for all intents and purposes, become the mainstream, which led, ultimately, to 
South Park, The Daily Show, 30 Rock, and the Onion. Journalist Stein offers detailed portraits of the people behind 
the magazines success in a seminal time when politics and comedy intertwined with incendiary results. Many of the 
big names are here (Bill Murray, John Belushi, Harold Ramis, Gilda Radner), but it is the untold story that resonates 
the most, the secret history of a profession that, like the late comedian Rodney Dangerfield, doesnt get the respect that 
it deserves. A serious treatment of a funny topic. --June Sawyers The National Lampoon burst into being when I was 
fifteen and changed my lifeled me to write satire, become an editor at its Harvard College mother ship, make friends 
with its founders and editors, and cofound Spy magazine. Ellin Stein chronicles how it changed American culture as 
well. Thats Not Funny, Thats Sick is smart, knowing, and deeply reported, the definitive history of one of modern 
American humors wellsprings. - Kurt Andersen, author of True Believers, host of NPRs Studio 360This idea of a 
magazines personality kept coming back to me as I read Ellin Steins charming and detail-rich new history of the 
National Lampoon, Thats Not Funny, Thats Sick, because it is not really a history at all, but a portrait. You cant pick 
your offsprings personality, and the way a personality develops on its own, involuntarily, through an array of 
influences of varying importance and salience, echoes the way the Lampoon personality emerges in the pages of Steins 
bookthrough a pastiche of eyewitness recollections, some of them contradictory, many of them fascinating, and all 
accompanied by the authors breezy running commentary on the cultural storms that swirled in the background. - The 
Daily BeastStein offer detailed portraits of the people behind the magazines success in a seminal time when politics 
and comedy intertwined with incendiary results. A serious treatment of a funny topic. - BooklistStein leaves no 
tangent unexplained and no petty grievance unaired as she traces the magazines evolution and growing fame. - 
Publishers WeeklySteins descriptionis dazzling. - Hollywood ReporterA worthy addition to the comedy library. - 
Michael Precker, Dallas Morning NewsThis rich history of humor, commerce, and backstage conflict is recounted in 
lively prose and admirable detail by veteran entertainment writer Ellin Stein. Buttressed by dozens of original 
interviews, as well as access to older ones and to all the yellowing back issues, Thats Not Funny, Thats Sick captures 
neatly the eccentric personalities and fiery times that converged to propel radically offensive material to the forefront 
of the American consciousness. - Boston GlobeIts not much of stretch to call this exceedingly thorough and wildly 
entertaining history of modern American comedy a bible on the subject. Ellin Stein goes deep and dirty on the topic. A 
book that will serve as a cultural reference work for the ages. And a blast from the past to read. - Weekly StandardIf 
you ever picked up an issue of the National Lampoon, or misspent your youth in the sixties and seventies; if you ever 
wondered about the origins of Saturday Night Live or, in fact, ever had any interest in the course of American humor 
from the late sixties onward, this is a book to read. Thats Not Funny takes you on a ride through what was, arguably, 
the heyday of American humor. - Ellary Eddy, Realize MagazineFor one thing, the history of the Lampoon is a good 
story, and Stein may be the first person to devote so much of a book to it who doesnt have her own ax to grind. - A. V. 
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