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Jean Benedetti : The Art of the Actor: The Essential History of Acting from Classical Timesto the Present Day
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Art of the Actor:
The Essential History of Acting from Classical Timesto the Present Day:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Prize Addition to Theatre HistoryBy Herbert SennettThisis awell-
researched history of acting in the western world. Being a history nerd myself and holding the Ph.D. in theatre, I'd love


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0878302042

to seen this book written in more of a story style rather than purely academically. Thisis a personal issue with me, but
| believe history could be much more interesting to the average reader if history books were written more in a story
style. Other than that, this book serves the academy of theatre arts since it is one of only afew full studies of the art of
acting in its historical and sociological environment. Of course, | must mention that Jean Benedetti stands as one of the
truly great theatre teachersin America, if not in the world. I'm truly happy to see this book which | knew he had been
working on. Congratulations.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Good beginning on Acting theoryBy
Lee A. Jacobusl thought | might get more out of this book than | did. STill, it is comprehensive and Benedetti guides
the reader through the main texts from the Greeks to the present. It's clearly one of the only books of itskind, so it's
important to have if you want to think clearly about acting and theater.0 of 0 people found the following review
helpful. very nice bookBy Etudiant en SEQi like the book very much! good job by the author in researching the
different schools of acting...All the best..

How did acting begin? What is its history, and what have the great thinkers on acting said about the art and craft of
performance? In this single-volume survey of the history of acting, Jean Benedetti traces the evolution of the theories
of the actor's craft drawing extensively on extracts from key texts, many of which are unavailable for the student
today. Beginning with the classical conceptions of acting as rhetoric and oratory, as exemplified in the writing of
Aristotle, Cicero and others, The Art of the Actor progresses to examine ideas of acting in Shakespeare's time right
through to the present day. Along the way, Benedetti considers the contribution and theories of key figures such as
Diderot, Stanislavski, Meyerhold, Brecht, Artaud and Grotowski, providing a clear and concise explanation of their
work illustrated by extracts and summaries of their writings. Some source materials appear in the volume for the first
timein English.The Art of the Actor will be the essential history of acting for all students and actorsinterested in the
great tradition of performance, both as craft and as art.

About the AuthorJean Benedetti is the biographer of Stanislavski and the author of many works of criticism aswell as
plays. A teacher, trandator, and writer, he is Honorary Professor at the Rose Bruford College of Speech and Drama
and at Queen Margaret University College Edinburgh. His most recent books include a new edition of Stanislavski: An
Introduction (0878301836) and a new translation of Toporkov's The Stanislavski Legacy (0877201836), both
published by Routledge.



