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Carol Stein Hoffman : The Barrymores: Hollywood's First Family  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Barrymores: Hollywood's First Family: 

8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. FascinatingBy Valerie MelchiorreThis book was well put 
together,the photos are excellent. You get a good feel for the way Hollywood was in the 30's and 40's and earlier......I 
love the Hollywood of the past and how the Barrymore's got started...fascinating family and how they live....well 
worth the money.......valerie2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Enjoyable book.By JCVery enjoyable 
book. Hard to keep track of lineage while reading, but referring to family tree at front of the book helped. Loved the 
photos.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. GREAT BOOKBy M. WriggleThis is a very good glimpse 
into the Barrymore family. It is written very well, with many things I really didn't know before. I really enjoyed 
reading it!!

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0813122139


" Click here to view images from the book The Barrymores: Hollywood's First Family documents the history of 
America's acting dynasty in words and pictures with never-before-seen photos from the Barrymore collection. 
Including beautiful portraits from John and Dolores's honeymoon, film stills, and dozens of other rare photographs, 
this collection is the first to fully present the glamour and the legend that is Barrymore. Spanning over six generations, 
two continents, and three centuries, the family of actors that would be known as the Barrymores has become an icon of 
the American stage and screen. From Elizabethan England to present-day Hollywood, there has never been a more 
talented, romantic, and complex family tree. When Herbert Blyth changed his name to Maurice Barrymore to spare his 
family the embarrassment of his chosen profession of acting, he unknowingly gave name to an acting tradition that 
would combine four respected theater families: the Lanes, the Blyths, the Drews, and the Costellos. These skills 
culminated with the births of siblings John, Ethel, and Lionel Barrymore. Beginning their careers on the stage, each 
moved to the silent screen and "talking pictures" with an ease that could only come from generations of talent. John, 
especially, became a figure of American adoration. John's marriage to beautiful young ingnue Dolores Costello, also 
of an acting family, would be a Hollywood union to rival all others. The story of their first embrace during a scene of 
The Sea Beast -- a kiss that continued long after the director called, "Cut!" -- was the stuff of legend, and their 
honeymoon to the Galapagos Islands provided a fitting fairytale escape. But the story doesn't stop there. Of their two 
children, son John Drew Barrymore (collaborator on this book) would follow in the acting tradition, and his daughter 
Drew Barrymore reigns today as savvy child star turned screen idol and powerful producer.

From Library JournalThis homage to the Barrymore acting family contains never-before-seen pictures documenting 
the history of an American dynasty that extends over six generations. John Drew Barrymore, son of John "The Great 
Profile" Barrymore and father to actress Drew, worked with friends of 25 years, Hoffman and husband Ralph Lumi, to 
produce this compilation. The book shares pictures, diary entries, and letters that chronicle this extraordinary family. 
Descendants of acting families on all sides the Lanes, the Drews, and the Blyths (changed to Barrymore to avoid the 
shame that so often came with a career in acting) siblings Lionel, Ethel, and John were probably the most famous 
actors of the early 20th-century stage and screen. Though the lineage of each family is nicely laid out, this is not a 
biography so much as an intimate album of family memorabilia. It is a look at a time gone by and a great acting 
family, who might have been forgotten today were it not for the success of young Drew. Highly recommended for all 
libraries. Rosellen Brewer, Monterey Cty. Free Libs., Salinas, CA Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc. 
"All of the glamour and adulation are here." -- Journal of the West"I know this book will please the many admirers 
who still worship at the Barrymore shrine. I hope it will also serve as an introduction to a new generation, and perhaps 
inspire them to seek out the work of Drew's grandparents on film." -- Leonard Maltin, from the Preface"Family 
anecdotes, history, and photos, illuminating a colorful, fascinating cast of characters whose professional and personal 
lives make lively reading." -- Orange Coast"Breathtakingly thorough -- all the dedicated Barrymorephile could hope 
for." -- PlaybillAbout the AuthorCarol S. Hoffman, a painter, clinical art psychotherapist, and writer, lives on the 
central coast of California. 


