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Tracy Barrett : The Beast of Blackslope (Sherlock Files)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Beast of Blackslope (Sherlock Files): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great Read !By KalsangMy daughter loves this series !0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Amazing!By miladys sanchezThis book is so expertly written i spent most of my 
day reading it. I love all the characters, especially Xena.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. My 10 year 
old recommends this series...By Tara MDMy 10 year old daughter loved this mystery series. It kept her in suspense, 
without being too scary, and was age appropriate. She read the first of the set for school and asked me to buy her the 
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rest.

Xena and Xander have been looking forward to their vacation in the peaceful country village of Blackslope. But when 
a huge monster begins to terrorize the town, the young detectives are faced with a mystery that seems impossible to 
solve. Sherlock Holmes, Xena and Xander's famous ancestor, investigated the case of a horrible beast in Blackslope, 
but that was nearly a hundred years ago. It couldn't be the same creature after all this timecould it?

From BooklistThis second entry in the Sherlock Files, which has Xander and Xena Holmes in possession of their 
ancestor Sherlocks cold-case files, riffs a bit on The Hound of the Baskervilles, though maybe less than one would 
think. The brother and sister find themselves in the country village of Blackslope, where 100 years ago Sherlock failed 
to get to the bottom of the rumors surrounding a monstrous beast in the woods, a creature that seems to have 
reappeared. A few mild thrills, solid detective work, and a zippy pace make this a nice choice, and itmay just lead kids 
toArthur Conan Doyles Sherlock. Grades 4-6. --Ian Chipman Barrett plunges right into the action from the first 
sentence, giving fans of classic mysteries exactly what they want: thrills, chills, a plethora of suspects and plenty of 
red herrings A fun series continues unabated. Kirkus sSolid detective work, and a zippy pace make this a nice choice. 
BooklistBarrett throws in enough red herrings as well as solid clues to keep ardent fans of the genre turning the pages 
until the surprise denouement Fans of Ron Roy's popular "A to Z Mysteries" series (Random) will delight in 
graduating to this series. School Library JournalAbout the AuthorTracy Barrett is the author of the Sherlock Files 
books, as well as several other acclaimed books for young people, including King of Ithaka, Cold in Summer and 
Anne of Byzantium. Her books have been named an ALA Best Book for young adults, a Bank Street best children's 
book of the year, and a New York Public Library Book for the Teen Age, among other honors. She is a professor of 
Italian language and civilization at Vanderbilt University and lives with her family in Nashville, Tennessee. 


