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K. A. Wisniewski : The Comedy of Dave Chappelle: Critical Essays  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Comedy of Dave Chappelle: Critical Essays: 

5 of 6 people found the following review helpful. "What?!"By Kathleen L. BrownIn this fine book, addressed not only 
to Dave Chappelle's numerous fans from all walks of life but also to scholars searching for an interesting application 
of critical theory, Kevin Wisniewski gathers 12 essays that collectively might be said to answer the question that 
rapper Lil Jon asks--"What?!" This question and its answers are related to a panoply of popular culture examples, such 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0786441887


as Jerry Seinfeld's comedy about nothing, Bambi Haggins' examination of popular "buddy" films like Half-Baked, 
Sarah Silverman's inheritance of Chappelle's torch, his embracing of "the digital culture in which he lives" (7), and the 
flexible nature of comedy itself. For Wisniewski, Chappelle's "canon . . . is truly an archetypal model for postmodern 
society" (1). Making use of theorists, including Foucault, Kristeva, Pratt, Baudrillard, and Marx, upon whom to 
scaffold and bolster his thesis, Wisniewski concludes that "Chappelle has, in fact, shaped public culture" (185) by 
creating "a comfortable crossroads" where viewers "confront the often contradictory, awkward, and painful questions 
that have troubled our past and continue to haunt our present" (192), the most painful question of the postmodern age, 
being, of course, "What?!"2 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Table of ContentsBy ReviewerTable of 
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Perhaps best known for his highly acclaimed, short-lived Comedy Central program Chappelle's Show, Dave Chappelle 
is widely regarded as one of today's most culturally significant comedians. Through the sketch comedy show and his 
stand-up act, Chappelle has offered truly memorable commentary on racial and ethnic tensions in American society. 
This book assembles 13 essays that examine motifs common in Chappelle's comedy, including technology and digital 
culture; race, gender, and ethnicity; economics and politics; music, television, film, and performance; and memory, 
language, and identity.
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