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James Layton, David Pierce: The Dawn of Technicolor: 19151935 before purchasing it in order to gage whether
or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The Dawn of Technicolor: 19151935:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great read, terrific resource, lacking some technical info.By Bill
TaylorThis book describes the many steps in Technicolor's development through its early history as a continuously
evolving two color process, ending as the refined three-color Technicolor processis used to film "Becky Sharp”. One
hopes a second volume is forthcomng! It includes hundreds of color images (ranging from full page to double-size
reproductions of actual film clips), many of which have never been published before, and afilmography of details on
every Technicolor movie of the era, many titles exceedingly obscure, many lost forever. It's remarkable how beautiful
the limited color range (no yellow, no pure blue, no pure green or red) could be in skillful hands. Biographical details
on many of the original Technicolor team are areal plus; there were many men (and afew women) involved in
addition to the famous names like Kalmus.Completely new to me were the details here of the business side of
Technicolor; the relentless promotion needed to keep the expensive and quite imperfect two-color process alivein the
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face of competing technology, studio indifference and some outright hostility to the idea of color movies.What's
missing here isthe kind of granular technical detail to be found in Roderick T. Ryan's "The History of Motion Picture
Color Technology," published in 1977. Ryan goes into specifics of camera mechanics, filter bandwidths, film spectral
sensitivity and color dye sets that's missing here. Alas, Ryan's own book on Technicolor was never completed.Bill
Taylor ASCO of 0 people found the following review helpful. Highly recommended history of TechnicolorBy Col.
William Russell (ret)Here is abook that belongs in every true cinemafan'slibrary. It's not the usual story about studios
and films that have been told countless times before. Thisis the history of Technicolor and very well written. Also of
valueisthe chronology of filmsthat had any Technicolor partsincluding what, if any, of the films and color
components remain today. Fascinating reading.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent BookBy
JON WILLIAM LOPEZPainstakingly researched book detailing the origins and development of the 2-color
Technicolor process from 1915 through 1935. It is therefore puzzling why the making of "Becky Sharp”, the first 3-
color feature, is given such short-shrift, with only 2 photographs, no reviews on itsfirst release, etc. Perhaps another
book just on its making isin order.

Published to coincide with Technicolor's centennial in 2015, The Dawn of Technicolor recounts the beginnings of one
of the most widely recognized names in the American film industry, reconstructing the company's early years from a
wealth of previously unavailable internal documentation, studio production files, contemporary accounts and
unpublished interviews. Following its incorporation in 1915, Technicolor developed a series of two-color processes as
necessary steps toward full-color photography and printing. Despite success in the laboratory and in small-scale
production, the company was plagued by repeated disappointments. With the support of patient investors and the
visionary leadership of Herbert T. Kalmus, Technicolor eventually prevailed against daunting odds to create the only
commercially viable color process for motion pictures. The Dawn of Technicolor investigates these vital make-or-
break years, as the firm grew from asmall team of exceptional engineersinto a multimillion-dollar corporation. The
authors chart the making of pivotal filmsin the process, from the troubled productions of Ben-Hur (1925) and The
Mysterious Island (1926-29), to the early short filmsin Technicolor's groundbreaking three-color process: Walt
Disney's animated Flowers and Trees (1932) and the live-action La Cucaracha (1934). The book spotlights the talented
engineers and filmmakers associated with Technicolor and the remarkable technical innovations that finally made
color films practical, changing the film industry forever. Lavishly illustrated with more than 400 reproductions, it
includes a comprehensive annotated filmography of all two-color Technicolor titles produced between 1917 and 1937.

"The book is carefully laced with a variety of photographs, film strips, diagrams, and images of archival texts and
diaries, giving a beautifully textured visual history ...It takes you through the complex and multifaceted aspects of the
company's development, giving agreat sense of the personal and professional aspirations, challenges, set-backs, and
triumphs.”(Rosie Taylor,Silent London) The Dawn of Technicolor "is one of the most thorough and informative books
on the cinematic process that can be had ...Authors James Layton and David Pierce carefully investigate and examine
the process of Technicolor, from its primitive beginningsin the silent erato its growth into the early days of talking
pictures. The challengesin filming and processing, the impact, and the evolution of the technology as film itself
continued to grow, are al covered with complete and fascinating information.” (James L. Neibaur,
Examiner.com)"The Dawn of Technicolor is, in fact, essentially a business history, with modern-day echoesin the
story of Pixar's decades-long effort to bring computer technology to old-school animation. The end result is areference
book with immense value for historians of both business and film--a thorough account of the technology that made
Tinseltown glow." (Farran Smith Nehme, TheWall Street Journal)"There are illustrations to delight a cinephile,
including reproductions of actual frames of nitrate film. Chapters begin with full-page photos, rare and often stunning.
Thefinal section is acomplete filmography of all 371 films made using the two-color Technicolor process. Each entry
includes extensive production data and, sadly, "survival status." Most of these early color films arelost or exist only in
afragment. In some cases, the frames pictured in the book constitute nearly all of what isleft of the film." (Farran
Smith Nehme, The Wall Street Journal) There have been previous publications on the subject, ... but thisisan
achievement on another scale. ... Pierce and Layton have set the bar very high. (Sonia Genaitay, Sight Sound)About
the AuthorJames Layton is Manager of the Museum of Modern Art's Celeste Bartos Film Preservation Center. Prior to
this he worked at George Eastman House in Rochester, NY, where he curated two gallery exhibitions and the website
Technicolor 100. Layton has also acted as Cataloguer and Workflow Coordinator at the East Anglian Film Archivein
Norwich, UK, and is co-author of the Image Permanence Institute's informational poster Knowing and Protecting
Motion Picture Film (2009).David Pierce is an independent film historian and archivist. He was formerly the Head of
Preservation and Curator of the National Film and Television Archive at the British Film Institute. His articles have
appeared in numerous journals, and his report on the survival of American silent feature films was published by the
Library of Congressin 2013. In 2011 he founded the Media History Digital Library, providing free online access to
millions of pages of motion picture magazines and books.



