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Lewis Jacobs : The Documentary Tradition (Second Edition)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised The Documentary Tradition (Second Edition): 

Originally published in 1971, The Documentary Tradition is the essential survey of the development and achievements 
of one of the most distinctive and influential genres of film. Edited by the distinguished filmmaker and historian Lewis 
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Jacobs, the book has become an indispensable reference for both students and practitioners of the documentary.The 
second edition traces the development of the genre from the 1920s to the 1970s. The section on the documentaries of 
the 1970s is introduced by his own survey of the filmmaking of the period, "From Political Activism to Women's 
Consciousness," and accompanied by a selected list of documentaries of the 1970s together with photographs from a 
number of these films. The bibliography of works on documentary films and filmmakers has been expanded.

From the Back CoverOriginally published in 1971, The Documentary Tradition is the essential survey of the 
development and achievements of one of the most distinctive and influential genres of film. 


