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III, W. R. Wilkerson : The Man Who Invented Las Vegas  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Man Who Invented Las Vegas: 

2 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Screw BugsyBy Kevin BirnbaumWell it's about time. I know this 
book has been out for a while but it was new to me. I first heard about Wilkerson reading some on the wall comments 
about him that are posted at the Valet parking area at the Flamingo itself. Sort of came as a shock. As a writer myself, 
I was fascinated by what I read and started to talk to Vegas locals who verified the writing on the wall - so to speak. I 
think Wilkerson's son did what he could with what he had but you sure wish there was a lot more detail since you just 
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want to know so much more of this amazing story. I mean, the Flamingo is one story, but Wilkerson was maried five 
times and not any details at all about any of his marriages to round out the eclectic entrepreneur except a comment 
from one of them who said he should have been a gangster but he didn't have the guts. And I'm presuming his efforts 
to expose the "red menace" from Hollywood by going after people in the film business, the business he tried to protect 
and at the same time ridicule as founder of "The Hollywood Reporter", had more to do with other personal issues than 
the book brings up. But Wilkerson's retelling of his father's gambling problems made it clear to me that with chronic 
gambling it's not winning or losing - it's the actual moment of the wager that causes the addiction and his solution of 
"owning the house" was a clever one.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. excellent book.By Lynn C. 
PetersBilly Wilkerson played a huge role in Vegas and Hollywood..excellent book.8 of 8 people found the following 
review helpful. An absorbing rewrite of HistoryBy A CustomerMr. Wilkerson makes a very strong case for his father's 
role in "creating" modern Las Vegas. As this distinction is popularly credited to the gangster, Bugsy Siegal, in both 
print and the movies, it is refreshing to see the record corrected in these engaging and compelling pages.

This book corrects a popular misconception and explains that it was W.R. Billy Wilkerson Jr., founder and publisher 
of The Hollywood Reporter, and not Benjamin Bugsy Siegel who created the Vegas Strip. This compelling, richly-
researched book was written by Billy's son, W.R. Wilkerson III, and it finally uncovers the secrets behind the building 
of the Flamingo Hotel and the death of Bugsy Siegel.

From the PublisherCiro's Books is delighted to welcome the new millennium with a compelling narrative which 
corrects one of the biggest popular misconceptions of the last. To put it simply, Bugsy Siegel did not create either The 
Flamingo Hotel or the Vegas Strip. That honor belongs to another man. In these pages, author and composer Willie 
Wilkerson delves into his father's secret files to set the historical record straight. Willie's discoveries, and the weight of 
evidence presented in this powerful book, are little short of astounding. In line with Billy Wilkerson's top-drawer 
approach to business and life, we've taken special care to ensure that this book is a quality production. The book's 
striking cover, created by the designer of the "Titanic" movie poster is a piece of art in its own right. Nor was any 
expense spared in the production process. Intended to last for many years, this archival paperback is printed on acid-
free, 80# stock and illustrated with more than twenty high-quality photographic reproductions.From the AuthorAfter 
my father's death in 1962, I began hearing family stories about his pivotal role in Las Vegas history. For this reason, I 
eagerly anticipated the Warren Beatty film "Bugsy" which was released in December 1991. Sadly, the story on-screen 
bore little relationship to my treasured family memories. I launched a one-man media campaign to publicize my 
father's story. Initially, I encountered a stone wall. Enchanted by the persuasive power of filmed legend, the press was 
reluctant to criticize "Bugsy's" factual basis. Getting the truth out was a slow, uphill battle. Finally, on Academy 
Award Night in 1992, many papers, including a few national dailies, ran accurate accounts containing elements of my 
father's story. Although my efforts had paid off, I felt that the battle was just beginning. There was so much of my 
father's story still to be told. I decided to take some time off and uncover the full story behind the Flamingo Hotel. I 
began my research by trying to prove the Bugsy myth correct. I was unable to find a shred of evidence to support 
either Bugsy's or the filmmakers' claims. I then turned to my father's well-documented life. Methodically piecing 
together everything from family interviews to cancelled checks, generated such a compelling paper-trail that I could 
not understand how history had gone so far astray. I packaged all this material into a voluminous manuscript and sent 
it to British biographer, Robert Lacey. Lacey, who created the definitive account of organized crime in America with 
the 1991 publication of his Little Man a biography of Meyer Lansky, suggested trimming the manuscript down into a 
much smaller, but no less persuasive book "Stick exclusively with your dad's story," he recommended. "That's what's 
never been told before." Six years later, as I look back on four years of research and two years spent actually writing 
"The Man Who Invented Las Vegas," I realize that Lacey's words were very, very good advice.About the 
AuthorRaised and educated in England, William R. Wilkerson III graduated from the University of Southern 
California in 1977, with a degree in music composition. As a writer, he has published articles in The Los Angeles 
Times, The Hollywood Reporter, USA Today, The Herald Examiner, and The LA Weekly. Wilkerson has lectured 
widely on Hollywood's history and folklore, delivering presentations to such groups as the LA County Museum and 
the Nevada State Museum. He has discussed his father's remarkable story and, other aspects of Hollywood history, on 
such T.V. shows as, AE's "Biography", E! Entertainment's "Mysteries Scandals," and The Learning Channel's "The 
Secret History of Las Vegas." As a composer, Willie studied under such film music luminaries as David Raksin, Paul 
Glass and Hugo Friedhoffer. Wilkerson's uncle, the legendary film star/dancer, Donald O'Connor, schooled him in 
every aspect of the entertainment business both in front and behind the cameras. As an arranger, producer and studio 
musician, Wilkerson has worked extensively in Los Angeles and London. He recorded his first solo album in 1972 
under his own record label. After a series of successful performances in Hollywood, Willie was signed to a major 
music publishing contract in England. He has written for such performers as Marvyn Gaye, Mary Welles, Larry 
Graham, Sherrie Payne and Marilyn McCoo. Wilkerson has also composed musical scores for both T.V. and industrial 



films, most notably, the musical score for AMC Theater's new logo. 


