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John Leonard : The New York Times Guide to Essential Knowledge: A Desk Reference for the Curious Mind 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The New York Times 
Guide to Essential Knowledge: A Desk Reference for the Curious Mind: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. My go to bathroom readerBy MTYes it is true, I don't keep this at a 
desk I keep this next to the toilet. For the amount of information that is in this hefty book, the price is minimal. There 
is the right amount of information on most subjects, nothing extravagant but never lacking. Having the physical copy 
and opening it up, flipping to a random page just has more satisfaction than using your phone to go to a random wiki.0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Loved the book.By BrittaBook is great! It is essential knowledge. I 
love how broad everything is, yet manages to be specific at the same time. Everyone should have this in their 
bookshelf--it will at least make them look smart to their friends ;)0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0312313675


Good reference but left me wanting moreBy TwongThough this heavy reference guide touches on nearly every topic 
imaginable, I find it extremely light on details. The information is well written and factual but offers only a cursory 
examination of subject matter. For example, I was really interested in learning more of the story of Abraham's willing 
sacrifice of his son Isaac from the book of Genesis in the Bible, but instead found a single sentence to encapsulate the 
entire story: "The second part of the book tells the stories of Abraham and Sarah, blessed by God and sent to find a 
new land, and the generations that follow: Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph in Egypt." No mention of God's test of Abraham to 
sacrifice his son Isaac only to spare his life at the last moment because Abraham had proved his faith. Additionally, the 
book reads a lot like any other reference book - encyclopedias, dictionaries, atlases, etc. - so if you are seeking some 
'personality' in the writing, you might want to look elsewhere. There are names, dates, numbers, some charts, and 
many lists. Nevertheless, to its credit, the book is thoroughly comprehensive in scope and I enjoy turning to a random 
page and learning something entirely new.

The new standard in reference from the nation's leading newspaper:A thorough, authoritative, easy-to-use guide 
offering deeper coverage on a broad range of essential subjects.Whether you are researching the history of the world, 
interested in learning more about an obscure medical procedure, exploring environmental trends, studying a great 
work of literature, looking for tips on how to improve your crossword puzzle skills, or just trying to gain a deeper 
understanding of the latest current events, this book is for you. An indispensable resource for every home, office, dorm 
room, and library, The New York Times Guide to Essential Knowledge includes insightful sidebars by Times writers, 
and covers major categories including art, astronomy, business, sports, history, medicine, philosophy, photography, 
biology, film, and much more!Years in the making, this one volume is designed to offer more information than any 
other book on the most popular subjects as well as providing easy-to-access data vital for everyday living. It is the 
only comprehensive reference book to include authoritative, engaging in-depth essays from experts in almost every 
field of endeavor, with innovative cross-referencing to allow for to even greater understanding.Featuring:- 
Biographical dictionary of nearly one thousand of the most important people of every field- Writers Guide to 
grammar, usage and style- The United States Constitution- The most complete sports section of any one-volume 
reference book- A thirty-thousand-word history of the world - Crossword dictionaryContributors include:- Jane Brody 
on health matters- Dennis Overbye on the Big Bang - Linda Greenhouse on the Supreme Court today - Andrew 
Revkin on the state of the world's environment- John Noble Wilford on the oldest human fossil - Michael Kimmelman 
on the origins of photography- Will Shortz on crosswords- Natalie Angier on war- Nicholas Wade on how life began

"I wish I'd had this book 25 years ago. It is certain to become an indispensable tool for fact fanatics." --Bill Bryson, 
author of A Short History of Nearly Everything"In short, this is the largest, most up-to-date and affordable one volume 
desk reference available today and is an absolute must for every home, dorm room and library." -- Tucson Citizen 


