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Robert Kaplan : The Nothing That is: A Natural History of Zero  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Nothing That is: A Natural History of Zero: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Belloc's Stream of ConsciousnessBy AB StreitThis is Belloc, just 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0140279431


having fun with writing -- sort of stream of consciousness. It has 2 chapters of particular interest to me: "On a Dog and 
a Man Also" and "On a Faere Castle."0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. DecentBy BillThis copy is less 
than desirable. It is retyped, rather than a facsimile form of the document, and thus has a few typos. The cover is 
cheaply made and the book is thin, so it is prone to that splayed permanent bend. Perfectly readable and usable, but I 
would recommend a facsimile version if possible.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. This book is 
wonderful!By Lori SThis book is a game-changer. It is so beautifully written, and the analogies are perfect. 
Beautifully done. I will read it again.

In this text, Robert Kaplan explores the peculiar course that the notion of "nothing" or its mathematical representative, 
zero, has taken throughout history. Forced into our awareness 4000 years ago by the need to count ever larger 
multitudes, zero drifted in and out of focus, disappeared for centuries, then swept from the East into the medieval 
world, with fears and superstitions crouched around it. Did we discover or invent it? Was it the devil's work? Is it a 
number or a fiction? Its users came to see that it held immense power to unriddle the universe, leading to profound 
insights into the mind and the world. And now new layers are coming to light: our computers speak only in zeros and 
ones, and, for a cosmologist, zero alone can be made to generate everything.


