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Alison Jackson : Thea's Tree  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Thea's Tree: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Thea's Tree as a gift for TheaBy TC53I bought this for my daughter-
in-law, because her name is THEA :^) She was so excited when she received it, as she saw a copy of it at The Magic 
House in St. Louis, MO at her wedding, and loved it.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great Book!By 
Cheryl L. DishonThea's Tree is a vibrant sendup of a well-known fairy tale (and don't worry, I won't spoil your fun by 
revealing which one). The illustrations are fun and lively, and the book is presented in a series of letters which 
progress to reveal a myriad of interesting career choices. A few of the occupations mentioned are botanist, curator, and 
orchestra director. Thea enthusiastically moves through the story and leaves the reader looking forward to another, so I 
hope Ms. Jackson writes more books featuring this spunky character.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00394DGE6


Theas science project grows unusually tall in this funny twist on the classic Jack fairy tale. Thea decides to plant some 
old bean seeds and watch them grow as her science project. And grow they dointo a giant beanstalk. Savvy young 
readers will recognize elements from the classic Jack fairy tale, such as a harp and golden egg, but the haughty grown-
ups that Thea writes to for help do not. Thea receives letters and comical advice from a plethora of dim experts, 
ranging from botanist to symphony conductor to zoologist. Theas Tree playfully combines curriculum areas, including 
science, language arts, and storytelling into a clever tale kids will love.

From BooklistWhen her teacher assigns a Future Scientist Project, Thea gets right to work, planting a seed in her front 
yard and observing what happens next. Puzzled by unexpected developements such as bubbling dirt, phenomenal 
vertical growth of a tree-like plant, and the sudden appearance of an egg, a harp, and coins apparently made of gold, 
Thea writes to local experts, from a botanist to a banker to a tree removal firm. The story is told through her letters, 
which put forththeories aboutwhats happening, as well as theexperts replies. Adding greatly to the deadpan humor 
arePedersens ink-and-watercolor illustrations, whichfeature distinctive, craggy lines and pleasing hues. As the story 
progresses, the scenes at Theas home grow increasingly frantic, contrasting nicely with the formaltone of her letters. 
Children who know their folktales will figure out the plants identity before the end, but anyone can enjoy the chaos 
created in this amusing picture book. Grades 1-3. --Carolyn Phelan Save a spot on the shelves for this one...or maybe 
not--it will always be checked out. -- Kirkus This is a funny story that kids will love, and teachers may find useful to 
include in fairy-tale or letter-writing units. -- School Library JournalAbout the AuthorAlison Jackson is the award-
winning author of I Know an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Pie and The Ballad of Valentine. She lives in Orlando, 
Florida. Janet Pedersen is a book designer and artist as well as the illustrator of a growing number of picture books. 
She lives in Brooklyn, New York. 


